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Seaquiroaefuran, C18H220, a furaaold aeaquitorpene, has been recelitlJr’ 

Isolated frcm the leaves of &&&&&ne Lana (Bluae) lakai (Baribarl 

In Japanese) and the structure was established as I on the baafa of high 

resolution mesa and other spectral data. Saaquiroaefuran is the flrat 

2,3-disubatituted member of the furanoaeaqulterpeae series. In the present 

communication we wiab to report its synthesis to provide an additional 

coaflraiatlon of its structure. Synthesis has been accomplished by aiaple 

condensation of 2-llthio-3-methylfuran and geranplbromlde. (II) 

I 

CHp 

a) R= COOH 

b) R = Hgcl 

C) R = Hg 

d) R= Li 

Geranylbralde was prepared In 985 yield troa geraniol by treating 

with phoaphoroaatrlbro8ide In dark, l aaentlally following the Oabond@a2 

procedure. The other ccmponent 2-lithio-30aethylfuran’ (IIId) was 

prepared a a f 0110~s. Aqueous solution oi sodium salt of 3-methyl-2-furolc 

acid (IIIa) was heated with mercuricchloride to give chloraorcuryfuran (III?4 
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which on treatment with sodlumthlosulphate gave the corresponding 

dlfurylmercury (111~). Lithium sand suspended in dry ether was treated 

with dlfurylmercury (111~) to give 2-llthio-3-methylfuran (IIXd) which was 

then readily converted to sesqulrosefuran by condensing with geranylbromlde 

in 40s yield b.p.(bath) llO”/l mm nr 1.48S4 (reported $6 1.4623). The 

i.r., n.m.r. and mass spectra of synthetic sesqulrosefursn were Identical 

with those of the natural product’. 
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